Congratulations on your engagement!  All of us here at St. Andrew's are happy for you and we look forward to helping you make your wedding an occasion of prayer and celebration. Weddings are special and joyful times for brides and grooms, for their families and friends, and for the parish community.  The new beginning, the love, the promise and the hope that weddings bring to us make them a grace-filled time in our lives.  Because God is the author of marriage, the Church requires its members to celebrate and solemnize their weddings in the context of our prayer as Christians.

Great care is taken to see that the prayer for this special moment is reverent, graceful, beautiful and open to the movement of God's Spirit among us.  Our celebrations of marriage are always rooted in listening to the Scriptures so that we can be nourished and strengthened by God’s Word. We always celebrate marriage as a community. We gather our sisters and brothers in faith and ask for their prayerful support.  These celebrations are incomplete unless they are filled with song, with prayerful gestures and with the silence in which we hear the voice of God in our lives. Since everyone finds it easier to pray when the ceremony is simple and straight forward, we use the Roman Catholic ritual in all its noble simplicity.

We, the St. Andrew’s staff, are pleased to assist you in the preparation for the ceremony which celebrates the love you have for one another and the total commitment you make to each other ( your celebration of marriage.  Sharing your joy, the Church provides a time of preparation for you so that you may reflect on the depth of commitment which your vows require.  You will also be asked to reflect on the faith commitment which is expressed in your request to have the Church witness your exchange of vows.  In this spirit, St. Andrew's Parish provides the following information for celebrating weddings in the space that shelters the prayer of our community ( our church building.

Because of the history and beauty of our church building, many people seek to celebrate their weddings here. While we attempt to accommodate as many couples as possible, limitations of time and personnel prevent us from being able to honor all of the requests we receive.

Our first responsibility is to those who are established members of our parish community, i.e. those who have been registered members themselves or whose families have been registered for at least one year.

For those who are more recently registered at St. Andrew’s and for those who are not currently registered in any local parish, we will accept applications for weddings no sooner than twelve months before the desired wedding date.

Members of other parishes in the area who wish to celebrate their weddings at St. Andrew’s must first contact their parish priest who will then make the arrangements with our office.

Arrangements can be made for a Catholic who is marrying a person of another church or faith to celebrate his/her wedding in the house of worship of the other party. Likewise, clergy of other faiths are welcome to participate by assisting in a wedding at St. Andrew’s.

The times available for weddings at St. Andrew’s are at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. Later weddings are not possible because of the demands of our weekend worship schedule. Friday evening weddings are also a possibility.

To help prepare you for the most important commitment you will make in your life, we require each couple to participate in a series of events designed to meet your needs. This process of preparation begins with a meeting with the priest/deacon who is working with you, at which time further details will be discussed. To ensure that this process occurs in a timely fashion, we ask you to set aside at least six months prior to your wedding for this time of preparation.  If either party has been married previously, you must consult with your priest/deacon as to whether any steps must be taken prior to confirming a date for your marriage.

The wedding ceremony at St. Andrew’s will be conducted according to the Rite of Marriage of the Catholic Church. You will meet with both the priest/deacon who is presiding at your wedding and the parish Minister of Music to work out the details of the celebration.

In order to help maintain our historic church building and defray some of the expenses incurred with the celebration of a wedding, we ask for a donation of $250.00.  This includes the services of personnel who oversee the building and assist the clergy in preparations for both the rehearsal and the wedding.  Our parish musicians (Minister of Music and Cantor) and any additional musicians you request are compensated directly for their services.  Feel free to bring questions of financial hardship to the attention of the Pastor. 

In order to consider your request for a wedding at St. Andrew’s, please complete the enclosed form and return it as quickly as possible to our parish office. Thank you for your cooperation.
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